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“Stories have the power to heal, 
empower, initiate reflection and 
cultivate environments — all of 
which our communities need.”



PUBLIC NARRATIVE DIVERSIFYING VOICES
IN THE NEWS

CONNECTING COMMUNITY 
WITH THE MEDIA

PROMOTING NEWS
THAT MATTERS

TEACHING JOURNALISTS 
BETTER ISSUE REPORTING

The heart of our work is about relationships: 
connecting journalists, community leaders, 
and advocates through year-round workshops 
and our Media Guide--because when people 
are connected, they can go beyond 
generalizations in the stories they tell.

Our Partners: The Goodman Theatre, After School Matters, 
Chicago Public Schools, Innovation Engine, The University of 
Chicago’s Center for Youth Violence Prevention, The Institute 
for Positive Living, and more



Louis B. “Studs” Terkel
was not just a name to us, he was a 
mentor and a guiding star--from the 
founding of the organization in 1989, 
until he died in 2008. Over the past 25 
years, the Terkel Awards has 
recognized more than 70 journalists 
who have followed Studs’ values, 
centering the voices of women, 
people of color, immigrants, LGBTQ 
peope, and others on the margins. 

The award is for journalists who go the extra mile in 
reporting news “from the people who made Chicago, 
news that’s bottom up rather than up, down. … 
That’s what this is all about.” 
--Studs in 2007



is given to writers, editors, reporters, producers, 
photographers and videographers who take risks 

in covering social issues, by offering new or 
unusual perspectives--from housing, race, and 

violence, to health, education and more.

Past awardees include 
Laura Washington (1999), 

Odette Yousef (2018), Ira Glass 
(2000), Phil Ponce (2004), and 

Darryl Holliday (2015).

“In radio, you hear another person’s voice. With voice you 
get emotion, the impact of the experience and better 
context. That’s what journalism at its best does--helps an 
audience relate to people they might never have known 
otherwise. It helps people understand the truth.” 
--Odette Yousef, 2018 Studs Terkel Award Winner

The Studs Terkel Award 



Workshops
for Journalists
Public Narrative helps journalists 
connect with Chicagoans’ stories, 
as well as helps them understand 
what they’re hearing. In the past 
year we’ve held workshops on 
covering immigration, racism and 
the U.S. Census. Here’s what our 
participants have to say.

(Data taken from post-workshop 
surveys over the past five years.)

94 percent

96 percent

99 percent

say it would change 
how they do their work.

say it would help them 
communicate their work.

say they’d recommend
Public Narrative.



As we re-establish the foundation of our organization, we’re 
centering the voices of the next generation of storytellers.

A NEW INITIATIVE: Working with Youth



Workshops
for Youth
This year we began a totally 
new initiative: training and 
amplifying the voices of Chicago’s 
youth. We’ve trained more than 
250 young people from across the 
city, representing Bronzeville, 
Chatham, Auburn Gresham, Austin, 
South Shore, Humboldt Park, 
and beyond. 

Chicago 
Stories

News Literacy 
Talk Backs

Teaching teens to tackle real-world problems by 
providing an overview of social issues, 
entrepreneurship and creative expression on 
social media. 

We’re re-launching our Chicago Stories website 
with a new goal: to preserve and share the stories 
of local residents, gathered via intergenerational 
conversations.

Facilitated conversations between youth and the 
media, giving young people opportunities to learn 
about news outlets, and talk to journalists about 
their neighborhoods.
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IMPACT  

Celebrate and help underwrite our work. 

Funds five 10-week 
Hashtags & Handles programs.

Sponsors a high school or 
college student to attend a 

year of Public Narrative 
programming. 

Underwrites a CTA ad campaign 
for our Chicago Stories program.

Supports one month of 
day-to-day maintenance for 
our Chicago Media Guide.

$50,000 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000 $5000 $2500 $1000 $500

Covers the cost of one training 
for a community media outlet, 
organization or nonprofit.

Underwrites production and 
digital marketing for our 
Chicago Stories podcast.

Funds a News Literacy 
Talk Back, a facilitated 

conversation between youth 
and journalists who cover 

their neighborhoods.

Funds a stipend for a teen in 
our Hashtags & Handles 

program.



REACH

Attendees
Journalists, philanthropists, 
and leaders of media, nonprofit, 
and community organizations 
who will attend the Studs Terkel 
Awards.

Social Media Followers
Between Public Narrative’s Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter pages.

Mailing List
Emails about the Studs Terkel 
Awards go out to Public 
Narrative supporters, partners, 
past award-winners, nonprofits 
and community leaders.

600   9,000     20,000

Studs Terkel Awards sponsors are eligible to receive recognition on our website and social media, 
in email invitations, as well as via the program, logo projection and on-stage presentation 
at the event.





The 2019 Studs Terkel Awards will take place on Thursday, Oct. 17, at the Zhou B Art 
Center in Bridgeport. Cocktail party at 5:30 p.m., followed by the awards ceremony.

To become a sponsor, contact us:
Mareva Lindo
Project Manager | Public Narrative 
p: 312-248-4177 
e: mlindo@publicnarrative.org

www.publicnarrative.org

http://www.publicnarrative.org

